
Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting Minutes for February 20, 2013 
 
The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday February 20, 

2013 at St. Leo’s Hall 109 South Main Street Waterbury, VT 05671. 

 

Members of the Board: Brian Ames (chair) Ed Gallo (vice chair) Pete Allard, Craig 

Lantagne, Craig Nolan, Grant Spates, Kevin Lawrence, Jeff Salvador,  Steven Adams, 

Craig Greene, Justin Lindholm, Robert Shannon. Absent:  Ronald Wilcox, Gary Gibbs 

 

Fish and Wildlife Staff: Patrick Berry (Commissioner), Kim Royar (Deputy 

Commissioner), Catherine Gjessing (General Counsel), Col Dave LeCours (Director of 

Law Enforcement), Susan Warner (Outreach Director), Mark Scott (Wildlife Director), 

Mary Diego (Executive Assistant), Cedric Alexander (Wildlife Biologist), and Forrest 

Hammond (Wildlife Biologist). 

 

Members of the Public: Roy Kilburn, Lawrence Pyne, Patricia Brandon, Morris Lasell, 

Austin Fay and Dan Brigham.   

 

The Board meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM, EST by Chairman Brian Ames 

 

Commissioner Berry introduced the new Fish and Wildlife General Counsel Catherine 

Gjessing.  

 

Minutes from December 13, 2012:  

Grant Spates Motioned to accept the December 13, 2013 meeting minutes 

Ed Gallo Seconded the motion 

Vote: The minutes passed unanimously 

 

Vermont Horse Association Petition: The petition addresses 5.1 of the Department’s 

Land Rule. Morris Lasell, and Patricia Brandon (Vice President of the Vermont Horse 

Council) gave testimony regarding the use of the Department’s WMA land for the use of 

horses. Commissioner Berry addressed their concerns by stating that horses and 

horseback riding are banned as a general rule. However, this gives the Board and the 

Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department a chance to better serve everyone. There are 

roads and trails in the former champion lands that are designated areas for horseback 

riding. Wildlife Director Mark Scott clarified the public use of the WMA’s by explaining 

that the department purchases this land with federal and state money for the primary use 

of hunting, fishing and trapping. The money used to fund the purchase of these lands 

comes from taxes on hunting and fishing equipment.  However, we are very willing to 

work with special interest groups in order to allow a broader use of the land providing 

they do not affect primary uses. 

 

Bob Shannon motioned to deny the petition. 

Ed Gallo seconded the motion. 

Vote: The petition is denied unanimously.  

 



Update on 2012 moose hunting season and 2013 moose hunting proposal:  Scott 

described the internal review this proposal received with big game team and management 

team before introducing Wildlife Biologist Cedric Alexander. Before Mr. Alexander’s 

presentation Commissioner Berry explained that the Department is recommending fewer 

permits this year for two important reasons: 1) in response to our scientific data on the 

health, condition and abundance of Vermont’s moose herd, and 2) our concern on recent 

regional and national trends of moose populations and health trends. This is not the 

position that the Department expected to be in this year but it is important to be cautious 

given the recent trends and information. Alexander went on to present to the Board the 

2012 Moose Hunting Season and 2013 Moose Hunting Proposal. The 2013 moose 

hunting season recommendation is for 355 permits. Alexander stressed that this proposal 

was deliberated on with concern for recent regional and national trends of moose 

populations as well as health trends. The proposal goes into detail about 

recommendations for WMA-specific permit allocations based on the Department’s Big 

Game Management Team interpretation of scientific data for each specific WMA.  

 

First Vote:  2013 Moose Hunting Rule, recommending 355 moose permits this year.  

Ed Gallo Motioned to accept the rule as proposed 

Bob Shannon seconded the motion 

Vote: The rule passed unanimously 

 

Black Bear Management Update: Wildlife Director Mark Scott introduced Wildlife 

Biologist Forrest Hammond.  Mr. Hammond stated that the Department will have a full 

harvest report for the 2012 Fall Bear Season in March. Licensed bear hunters took a total 

of 617 bears (334 males, 270 females, 13 unknown) in Vermont’s 75 day Bear Season, 

which is 28% more than in 2011. The increase in harvest is believed to be due primarily 

to the increase in overall bear numbers as well as to a fall food shortage which resulted in 

bears being more vulnerable to hunters early in the fall. The Department will send the 

nuisance bear protocol to the board per their request. Preliminary numbers suggest that 

we did not make our projected tooth collection number from harvested bears at check 

stations.  Hammond said we still have another year in order to get this percentage up. 

Otherwise we will revisit the issue in its third year under Board review. 

 

Chairman Ames called an adjournment for dinner at 6:47 PM 

Chairman Ames called the meeting to be reconvened at 7:13 PM 

 

Comprehensive Deer Management Planning Process – Scott gave an update on the 

progress of the new Comprehensive Deer Management Planning Process. The 

Department currently has 17 applications for the working groups. The Department will 

email the board a schedule of the comprehensive deer management planning process. 

Board members are invited and encouraged to join working groups but only in 

observatory roles. The Department has received about 2,000 responses to the survey that 

was sent out to interested constituents. Another random survey will be sent out in the near 

future as well. Deer Biologist Adam Murkowski will present an update for the April 

board meeting. 

 



Department Deer Hearings (March) The board supported the Department’s proposal on 

conducting the traditional “March deer hearings similar to last year’s approach.  There 

will be three hearings held in the month of March, and two in May/June after the Board 

takes a first vote on antlerless deer proposal. The board recommended that we try and 

invite the deer working groups to the public hearings. 

 

Petitions: 

Chairman Ames made the Board aware of a petition for a daily limit on perch on Berlin 

Pond. The Board does not need to address this as the petitioner was appeased by the 

Commissioner’s Test Waters Regulation regarding the limit of yellow perch taken daily. 

 

Chairman Ames announced that this meeting may be Jeff Salvador’s last meeting. He 

stated that on behalf of the Board, he would like to thank Jeff for his time and service. 

Both the Commissioner and the Chair thanked Jeff for his service on the Board. 

 

Commissioner Report/Legislative Updates:  

 Legislators were incredibly pleased about the Board’s actions regarding the 

Baitfish Rule changes that were made.  

 The Commissioner let the Board know that the biggest issue that the Department 

will deal with in the 2013 Legislative Session will be the Department’s budget. 

Our fixed cost has gone up 4 million dollars and our revenues have gone down. 

As a result we will be testifying regarding the need for the increase in our budget 

in order to effectively and realistically run our Department. 

 There is a large bill that has combined proposed bills H101, H102, H110 and 

H129. Hunter orange will probably be taken out of this combined bill as there 

isn’t enough support from most legislators. The most recent draft will address the 

nuisance bear issue and other animals. H129 dealt with the use of a hand gun 

while dog training and bow hunting. This giant bill will be sent to the Senate 

shortly. The Commissioner is very optimistic about the success of this bill.  

 The Department has made good connections with the new legislators on the Fish 

and Wildlife Committee this session. 

 The Department will send  the budget report to the board as an FYI. 

 Last week Chairman Ames was asked to testify in regards to the bills that are in 

committees right now. 

 

Roundtable 

Brian Ames: Thanked Pete for stepping in for Brian as Chair at the last Board Meeting.  

Ed Gallo: Had a question on pond hockey at Mallets Bay Access Area from a 

constituent. Last year there were issues with parking. There was parking signs but no one 

directing traffic. This still continues to be an issue. 

Pete Allard: N/A 

Craig Lantagne: N/A 

Craig Nolan: Wanted to congratulate EVERYONE on no hunting fatalities during the 

2012 fall seasons. Craig would like to recognize the hard work and dedication of this 

Board and the Department to Vermont’s Fish and Wildlife issues. And would also like to 

recognize the great work in regards to the Berlin Pond issues this year and last. 



 Grant Spates: Thanked the Commissioner for attending the Wright’s Ice Fishing Derby 

this year.  

 Kevin Lawrence: Is waiting to hear from Susan Spaulding about reappointment 

Jeff Salvador: Asked how the matchmaking was going between landowners and hunters. 

Mark Scott stated that the Department has gotten the program on the website and the 

hunters have signed up. There is more proactive work that needs to be done with 

landowners. The Department will work with the Department of Forest, Parks and 

Recreation regarding outreach to the landowners through foresters. Jeff then asked about 

youth weekend if youth hunting on their parents land needed to pass hunter safety. The 

answer is yes. 

Steven Adams: Noted that regarding “matching landowner and hunter,” he had a 

landowner approach him and asked him how to get involved in the service. Steve pointed 

the constituent to the website. 

 Craig Greene: N/A 

 Justin Lindholm: Asked about hunters asking landowners who post “hunting by 

permission only” 

 Robert Shannon:N/A  

 

Craig Greene motioned to adjourn 

Craig Nolan seconded the motion 

Meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM EST 


